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REMARKS 

This responds to the Office Action dated January 4, 2007. 

Claims 1, 7, 1 1, and 17 are amended. Claims 1-3, 7-13, and 17-24 are now pending in 
this application. 

Objection to the Claims 
Claims 7 and 17 were objected due to an informality. Applicant has amended the claims 
to overcome this objection. 

Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 1-3, 7-13 and 17-24 were rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-36 U.S. Patent No. 6,640,135. 

Applicant does not admit that the claims are obvious in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,640,135. However, a Terminal Disclaimer in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.321(b)(iv) is 
enclosed herewith to obviate these rejections. 

Si 102 and § 103 Rejection of the Claims 
Claims 1 and 1 1 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hafelfinger et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,003,975). Claims 3 and 13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Hafelfinger et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,003,975) in view of 
Darvish et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,292,693). The rejections are traversed and reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

Claim 1 has amended herein to recite a method that comprises outputting pacing pulses 
using a selected pulse output configuration that defines a selected subset of electrodes and 
alternately switching between a first pulse output configuration and a second pulse output 
configuration in accordance with a switching algorithm that comprises switching the pulse output 
configuration at specified time intervals. Claim 1 1 has similarly been amended to recite an 
apparatus configured to output pacing pulses using a selected pulse output configuration that 
defines a selected subset of electrodes and alternately switch between a first pulse output 
configuration and a second pulse output configuration in accordance with a switching algorithm 
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that comprises switching the pulse output configuration at specified time intervals. Applicant 
does not believe that the limitations of claims 1 and 1 1 are taught or suggested by the Hafelfmger 
et al. reference or any other prior art reference of record. Applicant notes that claims 8 and 18, 
which recite that a pulse output configuration is switched by alternating the polarity of the 
electrodes of the configuration, were indicated to recite patentable subject matter. Applicant 
believes that the rejections of claims 1,3,11, and 13 have been overcome. Withdrawal of the 
rejections is respectfully requested. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Applicant acknowledges the allowance of claims 21-24. 

Claims 2, 7-10, 12 and 17-20 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In view of the foregoing remarks and 
amendments, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the objections. 
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Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's attorney at (847) 432-7302 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 
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